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Transition from Authoritarianism to Democracy:
the PerspectiveAnalysis Based on the Southeast Asian Countries

CHAI De-rang
( School of Politics and Law, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China )

Abstract: After World War II, Southeast Asian countries took to the authoritarian politics
after they failed to follow the western parliamentary democracy. However, in the late 1980s
the democratic transition took place in the Southeast Asian countries. This paper illustrates
the issue with the combination of history study and theory of political development and from
the political, economic, cultural, international perspective as well as other factors, and
makes a conclusion that authoritarian politics is a specific form of history. Though its
democratic transition process is restricted by its self-restrictive factors, the democratization is
an inevitable trend of the development of authoritarian politics. |

Keywords: authoritarianism; democratic transition; - Southeast Asia
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On the Spirit of the Nation’s History and the Times

HUANG Xiao-hong
( College of Continuing Education, Beijing University of Technology, Beijing 100044, China )

Abstract: From the perspective of vertical and horizontal respectively the times and
historicity of the national spirit, as well as the tradition and openness of the national spirit
are discussed. As a result, the national spirit is historical and of the times, and not only
traditional but also opening up, especially in the trend of globalization. The mutual
exchanges and dependence between ethnical groups are more frequent and deep than ever.
The one-sidedness and limitation of a nation are of no possibility, when the openness and
integration of a nation are a necessity.

Keywords: the national spirit; tradition; openness
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